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hereditary title of " Highness/9 and provided him
with a pension commensurate with his estate.
It was this first Aga Khan who relaid the founda-
tions of his illustrious line in Bombay, where thousands
of Ismailians poured offerings into his coffers.
This bearer of the title had much in common
with the present. With his Persian associations he
had a wonderful eye for a horse. Horses were his
passion, and he had agents scour the East for repre-
sentative specimens with which to form the basis
of the racing establishment for which he became
famous.
Some of the earliest memories of Sir Aga Sultan
Muhammed Shah, the present Aga Khan, are of
happy hours spent in the stables maintained by his
grandfather. He can recall, too, how his grand-
father, when too old to take a more active interest
in the racecourse, would ride to the scene on a pony
led by a groom. To the last, the first Aga Khan
considered the horse to be the only worthy means of
transportation.
The purpose of the present Aga Khan has been
unobtrusively to work for the bridging of that gap
which divides the Suni and Shiah, and to rouse all
Muslims, irrespective of creedal differences, to an
appreciation of their responsibilities in a world which
has progressed far since the Prophet first gave his
teachings to mankind. It has been a laborious task,
but he has succeeded to a degree which at one time
seemed impossible,, and the drift is still toward unity
and enlightenment* At an early age he was called
upon to give the lead against fanaticism following